
REGINA DORLAND ROBINSON dreamed of becoming an accomplished 

and successful artist. By 1916, at the age of twenty-four, she had gained a 

confidence and competency that gave her work its inspiring uniqueness. 

Dorland was receiving recognition for her work, not only in her home state 

of Oregon, but also around the San Francisco Bay area. The following year, 

in the spring of 1917, she took her own life. How could she come so close to 

achieving her dream only to end it so abruptly? And why?

A Lasting Impression: The Art and Life of Regina Dorland Robinson presents 

an array of Dorland’s artwork—from the earliest known examples to 

masterfully produced oils and pastels created just before her death—and 

looks closely at the people and events that most affected her art and her life.  

“DORLAND WAS ALWAYS A GIRL UNTO HERSELF… HER WHOLE 

  LIFE AND THOUGHT WAS PAINT, PAINT, PAINT…”

                                                     —  Recollections of Bernice Myer Hicks, 1982
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IN 1907, the Oregon Sunday Journal, a 

Portland, Oregon newspaper, proclaimed 

16-year-old Regina Dorland Robinson a 

“prodigy.” A year and a half later, her home-

town paper predicted she would become an 

“artist of renown.” In 1910, noted art critic 

and patron Charles Erskine Scott Wood 

called her a “genius.”

This gifted artist, born and raised in Jackson-

ville, Oregon, received formal training not 

only in her home state, but in Pennsylvania 

and California as well. Although she spent 

time in major metropolitan areas, Dorland 

always returned to Jacksonville and many of 

her sketches and paintings depict the people 

and places of bucolic Southern Oregon.

Her search for a personal style becomes 

obvious as early realistic renderings give 

way to experimentations with impressionist 

and post-impressionist technique, and an 

impressive mastery of texture and color. 

Tragically, Dorland’s premature death in 

1917 cut short her creative promise.

Fortunately, much of Dorland Robinson’s 

artwork survives. The Southern Oregon 

Historical Society maintains the largest 

collection and periodically displays her 

work. At least 44 additional drawings and 

paintings have been located in private 

collections, several of which are publicly 

presented for the first time in this book.

A Lasting Impression: The Art and Life of 

Regina Dorland Robinson represents the largest 

compilation of Dorland Robinson artwork 

ever published. With 95 images and Dorland’s 

compelling life story, it is sure to appeal to 

history buffs and art lovers alike. 

DAWNA CURLER has 

a master’s degree in 

Museum Studies from 

Cooperstown, New York 

and 30 years experience 

working for historical 

organizations including 

the California 

Department of Parks and Recreation, the 

New York Historical Association, and the 

Southern Oregon Historical Society. She has 

worked on research and writing projects that 

culminated in museum exhibits, radio and 

television broadcasts, publications, and 

public presentations. She lives in Medford,  

Oregon where she collects classic cars with 

her husband and operates Backward Glance, 

an historical research and writing service. 

Since 1946, the Southern Oregon Historical 
Society has been dedicated to making history 

come alive by collecting, preserving, and 

sharing the stories and artifacts of our 

common heritage. We invite you to join us in 

our mission by becoming a member today. 

For information, call 541-773-6536 or visit 

online at www.sohs.org. The Southern 

Oregon Historical Society is a non-profit, 

member-supported organization. 
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